
Dr Keith Shilkin AM - Address for Centenary of ANZAC Commemoration 
The honourable Wayne Martin, Lieutenant-Governor of Western Australia, Mr Michael Sutherland 
representing the Premier, Rabbi Freilich, distinguished Rabbis, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen: 
 
Exactly 100 years ago today on 19th April 1915, Australian servicemen on the island of Lemnos, 80 km 
from the entrance to the Dardanelles,  were training  for their  landing on Gallipoli  at dawn on April 
25th.  They were to force their way across the peninsula to capture the Turkish forts guarding the vital 
Dardanelles waterway. The Gallipoli campaign lasted until December of that year but the Australian 
troops made only limited headway and, in the heavy and bitter fighting, suffered appalling 
casualties.  Over 8,000 Australians were killed in action or died of their injuries, and a further 18,000 were 
wounded.  The Gallipoli campaign became, and remains at the core of Australian identity.  Such was the 
impact of the Gallipoli experience on the Australian psyche, that only one year later, on April  25th 
1916  and with the war still raging, the first Anzac Day commemorations were conducted, and they have 
been held ever since. 
 
This first campaign by Anzac forces was only the opening round of the long struggle of World War I. 
Notwithstanding the often devastating news from the battlefront, young Australians continued to enlist 
right through to 1918.  Of Australia’s population of around       5 million, 330 000 embarked for 
overseas.  Australia’s Jewish population was small—under  half of 1%  at around 20,000; an estimated 
2400 young Jewish men, including 150 or so from the small Western Australian Jewish community, 
enlisted.  This is equivalent to about 40 % of all males of the military age of 18 to 44.  300 of these Jewish 
men, including 45 from  Western Australia, were killed in action or died as a result of their battle wounds 
during the course of the war.  This tragic loss not only broke the hearts of countless families;  it also set 
back the development of  our fledgling Jewish community just as it did in so many other communities and 
towns throughout Australia. 
 
Why did so many Australians volunteer for such a distant war and why did such a large proportion of the 
Jewish community join up?  Some say that many saw enlistment as an opportunity to travel, to see the 
world.    Many others say it was a sense of duty as citizens of the British Empire and because they 
believed the fight was for the good of civilisation, or to stand against oppression.  Whatever their 
background, they all embodied the values and attitudes of their homeland of Australia.  When the chips 
were down, diggers of all backgrounds fought selflessly and bravely out of pride in their Australian 
heritage, their sense of honour and, not least, because of the special comeradeship that we call 
mateship. 
 
This Anzac spirit is exemplified in the lives of 2 of the most eminent Jewish Western Australians of the 
time.  If you glance up at the World War I Roll of Honour high on the wall in the foyer of this synagogue, 
you will see that the very first 2 names listed are D I Freedman, a famous W.A. personality, and  E L 
Margolin, a name hardly known at all.  There are very good reasons that these 2 head the honour roll; 
both are true Anzac heroes but in different ways.   
 
Rabbi Freedman volunteered as a chaplain in the A.I.F. in 1915  and served in Egypt, Gallipoli, the 
Western Front and in Palestine, seeing close up the horror of war.  As chaplain he brought comfort and 
support to the beleaguered soldiers for the duration of the war and was mentioned in 
despatches.  Overcoming his wartime experiences, Freedman, upon his return to Perth, became a leading 
figure in the life of Western Australia.  He led the re-building of this Jewish community, not only as its 
Rabbi but as its leader in all spheres.  His wider interests were extensive with prominent involvement in 
Perth’s public hospitals, benevolent and charitable societies.  He took particular interest in returned 
servicemen and their families.  He was active in legacy and the RSL where he was president for a term, 
and he was an advocate for the construction of the State War Memorial.  It is said that no state Anzac 
Day service would be held without Rabbi Freedman acting as Officiating Chaplain.  In 1936 his service was 
honoured with the O.B.E. 
 



By contrast, Eliazer Margolin’s Anzac experience was as a warrior.  Born in Russia, he migrated to 
Palestine where he spent his youth, later coming to Western Australia, arriving in 1902.  He lived in Collie 
where he joined the Collie Company of the Western Australian Infantry Regiment, eventually becoming 
its captain.   
 
He was among the first to enlist in 1914.  He was appointed Captain of “B” Company of the 16th Battalion 
in Colonel John Monash’s 4th Brigade.  He served throughout the Gallipoli Campaign from the very first 
day to the last; he was mentioned in despatches, promoted and, at times, was Commander of the 
16th.  Major Margolin was in charge of the very last Australian echelon to evacuate Gallipoli  on 
December 20th.  He then fought on the western front and was promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel to take 
command of the 14th Battalion in Belgium.  This made him the highest ranking Australian Jewish soldier 
after Monash.  In 1916 he was awarded the D.S.O. for distinguished services in the field.  Injury in 1917 
forced him into hospital in England.  But there was to be no rest.  There he was approached to take 
command of a new British battalion of Jewish volunteers specifically raised to fight under General Allenby 
to liberate the Holy Land from the Ottomans.  On transfer, Lieutenant-Colonel Margolin became 
commander of the all-Jewish 39th Battalion of the British Royal Fusiliers which at times fought alongside 
the Anzacs in Palestine in the push to capture Jerusalem and beyond.  His battalion was involved in 
successful engagements across the Jordan river where Margolin was appointed Commandant or Military 
Governor of the Es-salt region;  it is claimed that this Collie boy was the first Jewish governor in the Holy 
Land since Simon Bar-Kochba some 1800 years earlier.  When the war ended, soldiers of the Royal 
Fusiliers together with Jewish Palestinians formed a new British unit...the First Judeans...with Lieutenant-
Colonel Eliazar Margolin in charge; this unit was the fore-runner of the Hhaganah and ultimately  today’s 
IDF.  Margolin returned to Perth in 1922 where, like Rabbi Freedman, he took a leading role in legacy, the 
RSL and the State War Memorial at which he acted as Marshall for the Dawn Services.   When he died in 
Perth in 1944, his military funeral was attended, among many  others,  by his  compatriots of the old 
16th  who regarded “Margy” , as they called him,  as a great soldier, citizen and digger comrade.    In 
accordance with his wish that he be re-buried there when a Jewish state was established in Palestine, his 
wife, Hilda, in 1950 arranged to take his remains to Israel where they received a full hero’s welcome and 
a national parade,  and there was  a reception attended by both President Weizmann and Prime Minister 
Ben-Gurion who had served under Margolin in the Fusiliers and the First Judeans. 
 
As we commemorate this Centenary of Anzac we can contemplate how these 2 outstanding World War I 
figures, Rabbi Freedman and Eliazar Margolin, personify the spirit of Anzac.     Both believed  in fighting 
for a strong, democratic Australian society, both gave of themselves to the community and to others and 
both  pursued  the universal ideals  of freedom of the individual, tolerance and understanding.      
 
Lest we forget. 


